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1. Introduction  
 
The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) District 7 proposes to replace the scour* 
critical Trancas Creek Bridge on Pacific Coast Highway (PCH, or SR-1) in the City of Malibu. Caltrans 
has initiated environmental studies for this project. A joint Initial Study/Environmental Assessment 
(IS/EA) is being prepared pursuant to CEQA (California Environmental Quality Act) and NEPA 
(National Environmental Policy Act). Caltrans is the lead agency under CEQA and NEPA. In order to 
better identify the issues to be addressed for the proposed project, Caltrans has solicited comments 
from public agencies, private entities and interested individuals regarding potential social, 
economic, traffic, safety, environmental issues, and agency permit and review requirements related 
to the project. These public outreach activities were conducted during the scoping period from 
January 27, 2016 through February 27, 2016.  This Scoping Summary Report (SSR) has been prepared 
to document these scoping activities. Public and agency outreach efforts will continue throughout 
the project development process. 
 
*Scour: Erosion of streambed or bank material due to flowing water.  
 

2. Project Overview 
 

 The Trancas Creek Bridge crosses over the Trancas Creek and is located between Guernsey Avenue 
and Trancas Canyon Road on Pacific Coast Highway (PCH).  The existing bridge was built in 1927 
and is vulnerable to scouring during a 10 year storm event. In order to ensure the safety of the 
travelling public Caltrans is proposing to replace the Trancas Creek Bridge. 
 

 Three alternatives were proposed for the project:  
o No Build Alternative: No changes to the existing bridge.  
o Bridge Replacement- Short Alternative: A wider new bridge of the same length (120’) will 

be built to replace the existing bridge.   
o Bridge Replacement- Long Alternative: A wider new bridge doubling the length of the 

existing bridge (240’) will be built to replace the existing bridge.  
 

3. Public Outreach Summary 
 
The following public outreach activities were conducted for the project. 
 
General public noticing: 
 

 Newspaper advertisements about the project proposal and scoping meeting were placed in Malibu 
Surfside News on January 13th, 2016 and The Malibu Times on January 14th 2016. 
 

 Postcard notices about the project proposal and public scoping meeting were sent to about 350 
addresses on January 6th 2016. The mailing included residents and property owners within a half 
mile radius of the project site. In addition, electronic notices were distributed by the local interest 
group, Resource Conservation District of the Santa Monica Mountains.  
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 A project website was set up at: http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist07/travel/projects/trancas/ . The 
website includes the scoping meeting materials and project information. The website will be 
updated regularly as the project develops.  

 

A copy of the notices, postcards, and scoping materials are included in Appendix A. 

 
Elected officials, agencies, and local interest group noticing: 
 
Scoping letters were sent on January 8th, 2016 to appropriate federal, state and local elected 
officials, agencies and local interest groups notifying them about the proposed project and the 
planned public scoping meeting. The scoping notices, sample letters, and a list of agencies and 
elected officials notified about the project and invited to attend the scoping meeting are included 
in Appendix A. 
 
Scoping Meeting:  
 
The meeting was held adjacent to the project site, on January 27th 2016, from 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM, 
at the Malibu West Beach Club, 30756 Pacific Coast Highway, Malibu, CA 90265. Around 30 people 
attended the meeting, including local elected officials/representatives and local media sources.  
The meeting was held in the fashion of an open house meeting. Various materials including 
project information handouts and comment cards were made available to the attendees. The 
meeting included a viewing session of the project maps and exhibits, a power point presentation 
from Caltrans staff, and the opportunity to provide verbal comments and questions from the 
public.  Audio and video recording of the meeting were made for future reference and record 
keeping. Caltrans Project staff members were available to answer and collect questions related to 
the project proposal and to provide contact information for future notification and in project 
updates.  
 
 

http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist07/travel/projects/trancas/
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Figure 1: A Caltrans staff member giving a presentation about the project in the meeting. 

 
 

 
 

Figure 2: A public member giving verbal comments during the meeting. 
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Figure 3: Meeting attendees viewing project exhibits. 
 

 
 

Figure 4: Open house exhibit setup. 
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4. Summary of Scoping Comments  
 
The scoping comment period extended from January 27th, 2016 through February 27th, 2016. 
Caltrans accepted comments on the proposed project throughout the entire scoping period and 
beyond. All comments were accepted regardless of the date they were received. A total of 46 
individual comments were received from various governmental agencies, businesses, local 
organizations and members of the public via letters, comment cards, and oral testimonies during 
the scoping meeting. These comments are summarized below. All written comments are also 
included in their entirety in Appendix B. 
 
Table 1: Summary of comment sources. 

Media type Number of 
Comments  

Note 
 

Oral Comments 20  

Comments cards 6  

Comment letters 27 4 of these letters are from 
government agencies, 3 are from 
businesses and organizations 

E-mail 3  

 
 
 
 

 
 

Figure 5: Number of scoping comments per relevant functional units. 

 

Although the comments were received on a variety of topics, there were more interest regarding 
the design and the budget of the project.  Issues regarding the environment, construction impacts 
and others were also raised. Below is a further discussion on general public comments and 
agencies comments.  A copy of the written comments in their original format can be found on 
Appendix B. 
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Verbal comments from the scoping meeting included the following: 
 

 The condition of the exiting bridge and the need to replace the bridge.  

 Factors used to determine the longer bridge replacement alternative versus the shorter 
bridge replacement alternative.  

 The restoration of the lagoon for the endangered steelhead trout in Southern California.  

 The duration of the construction period.  

 Traffic management during construction season.  

 The possibility of an under bridge pedestrian walkway.  
 
Written comments from the general public reiterated some of the above oral comments.  In 
addition, the following issues were raised in the written comments: 
 

 The benefits of the building the longer bridge replacement alternative.  

 How will we protect the existing private properties around the bridge?  

 Can we offer a walkthrough of the project site?  

 Sea level rise and the public recreational opportunities that would be afforded by a 
restored lagoon. 

 Traffic: 

- Traffic flow during construction and vehicular traffic conditions in the surrounding 
area during construction.  

 Local Plan consistency: 

- The development of this project should be consistent with all applicable code and 
ordinance requirements outlined by the County of Los Angeles Fire Department’s 
Land Development Unit. 

- Potential impacts to the sensitive habitats should be addressed in the final 
Environmental Document 

 Air  Quality:  

- Use the Air Quality Handbook in 1993 to prepare the air quality analysis.  
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Appendix A: Scoping Notices and Materials 
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1/ Sample Elected Official’s letter:
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2/ Sample Agency and Interested Individuals’ letter: 
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3/ Newspaper Ad. 
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4/Postcard notice: 
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5/ Fact Sheet: 
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6/ List of notified elected officials, agencies and stakeholders: 
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6/ Meeting Sign In Sheets: 
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Sample Elected Officials’ Letters 
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Appendix B: Copy of Public Comments 
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